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RESPONSE TO ELECTION OF SPECIES REQUIREMENT AND 
SUPPLEMENTAL PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 
The following is in response to the election of species requirement mailed February 22, 2002. 



Please amend the above-described application as follows: 
IN THE CLAIMS: 




Please amend the elected claims as follows: 
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q Jli. (Twice Amended) A nucleic-acid based immunogenic composition for preparing a 



vaccine which protects a subject against lethal infection with B. anthracis, said immunogenic 
composition composing a first polynucleotide which encodes a mutated lethal factor (LF) protein 
or immunogenic fragment of said mutated LF protein, said first polynucleotide being operably 
linked to a promoter whi^drives expression of the the mutated LF protein or immunogenic 
fragment of said mutated LF protein; and a pharmaceutically acceptable carrier or diluent. 
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A3T! (Once amended) The nucleic-acid based immunogenic composition of claim 23 
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